



Greta Thunberg has become the face and image of climate change. For some people, Thunberg has become akin to 
a messianic figure in the fight for climate justice and progress 
towards a greener future. But at the same time that her face has 
been the mainstay of climate activist T-shirts, the activist herself 
has done little if anything to motivate the people towards actually 
addressing the real problems that face the world.
It is undeniable that Thunberg motivates people to do 
something; clearly, her small frame elicits a core response in some 
listeners that propels them to feelings of rage or consternation, 
but what is it exactly that Thunberg says? From her position as 
the premier climate activist, what is it that she directs the people 
to do? In the case of her most recent speech at the Youth4Climate 
on September 28, the answer is clear: absolutely nothing. In her 
efforts to castigate politicians and push failure onto the ruling 
class—failure they are clearly guilty of—Thunberg neglects to 
direct the people towards a real solution or highlight where 
people's justifiable rage should best be directed.
Take for example the underwater inferno caused by a leaky 
Pemex pipe off of the coast of Mexico. Thunberg's speech makes 
no mention of the July event and she resolutely refuses to direct 
the rage of the people at the failings of the Mexican government to 
hold someone responsible. As a matter of fact, Pemex experienced 
such lax media coverage and prolonged outrage that barely a 
month and a half later, another oil leak at one of their offshore 
drilling stations resulted in a fire that killed five workers. The 
media coverage of this fire was virtually non-existent despite its 
proximity in both time and area to the other disastrous leak. If the 
lead climate activist were truly serious, failures like this would have 
taken centre stage in her speech.
But failures of this clear and obvious magnitude were not part 
of Thunberg’s’ speech. Instead, the most viral part of her speech 
came from her saying “blah blah blah.” The same empty rhetoric 
she rages against is the same empty rhetoric she delivers. Nothing 
of substance to encourage the “hopes and dreams” of the youth. 
Nothing of substance to direct the lack of a planet B to the actions 
needed to protect Planet Only. Not even a nod to the continued 
destruction wrought by rampant consumerism. No, Thunberg 
would rather snidely quote Joe Biden and Boris Johnson rather 
than direct the people to the actual and demonstratable failures of 
these and other world leaders. 
Maybe the worst aspect of Greta Thunberg’s leadership is the 
complete vapidness of both her rage and her audience. Though it 
is undeniably a good thing that people are being alerted to climate 
destruction, the fact that their alert state begins and ends with a 
short and largely performative speech; that their alert state only 
results in meagre paper sign-waving in between shopping trips; 
that their climate activism is confined to a few reposts and much 
self back slapping is indicative of why the “blah blah” Thunberg 
detests continues to exist. If the population is not mobilized 
to confront the failures of the ruling class, then lip service is 
completely sufficient to keep the status quo moving along. 
But all of this bellyaching is largely unimportant; only two 
weeks after the speech was delivered, it's already forgotten. 
Maybe the content of the speech is irrelevant when the topic 
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On October 1st, a brand new market opened its doors on West 2nd Avenue 
in Vancouver with a unique business 
model where customers “pay what 
they feel.” A first of its kind in the city. 
Community and Sustainability Manager 
Maggie Hauge recommends customers 
pay $2.60 per pound, based on a valuation 
of donated food by Food Bank Canada. 
However, a lack of funds will not prevent 
anyone from accessing nourishment. 
Food Stash Foundation opened Rescued 
Food Market to tackle food insecurity 
and eliminate food waste. According to 
the Canada Food Price Report, the cost 
of food will likely increase by five percent 
this year; and the cost is only expected 
to continue rising due to inflation. The 
highly inclusive market eliminates the 
monetary barrier to accessing fresh 
produce and non-perishables.
Surplus goods from farms, grocers, 
restaurants, wholesalers that otherwise 
would be discarded supply the shelves 
of this store. According to research 
conducted by National Zero Waste 
Council, Canada throws out a total of 2.2 
tonnes of edible food waste each year. 
Typically, the products are thrown away 
due to overstocking, cancelled orders 
or approaching the best before date. 
Consumer standards determine whether 
the appearance of produce qualifies 
shelving or disposal. Rescued Food Market 
sells misshapen produce rejected by 
regular grocers. Between 75 to 80 percent 
of food recovered is redistributed to non-
profits that serve a diverse community. 
The remaining percentage of food is sold 
through in-house programs, one of which 
is Rescued Food Market. The other two 
are a Community Fridge located in Mount 
Pleasant and Rescued Food Box. 
Rescued Food Market welcomes 
anyone regardless of socioeconomic status. 
The space is built around the celebration 
of food and promoting an equitable 
circular economy—where resources are 
circulated rather than thrown away. One 
of the primary objectives of the market is 
to provide customers with more options 
around their food. While also reducing 
the stigma felt by people unable to afford 
expensive staples due to the recent price 
hike. Since its establishment in 2016, 
Rescued Food Market has prevented 
around 70,000 pounds of food per 
month from entering the landfill. Before 
opening a brick-and-mortar storefront, 
the market operated out of a closed 
commissary. The market was founded by a 
Vancouver teacher who felt inspired after 
watching Just Eat It: A Food Waste Story, 
a documentary that dives into the issue 
surrounding food waste. 
Rescued Food Market is open 
on Friday from 3:30 pm - 6:30 pm. 
Customers are encouraged to bring a 
reusable bag. Food Stash Foundation has 
volunteer positions available for delivery 
drivers, food sorting, food unboxing and 
market facilitator. 
Rescued Food Market tackles food waste




















Mom’s Spaghetti, it’s all ready
Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
Eminem’s new restaurant, Mom’s Spaghetti, opened in his hometown of Detroit on 
September 29. Of course, Mom’s Spaghetti is a lyric 
that begins Eminem’s 2002 hit, “Lose Yourself.” The 
song appeared in the rapper’s film debut, 8 Mile —
released in November 2002. 
During an appearance on Sirius XM to 
celebrate the opening day of his restaurant, 
Eminem said Mom’s Spaghetti was the appropriate 
name for his eatery. “In [Lose Yourself], I was saying 
it from the perspective of Jimmy Smith Jr., the 
character I was playing in the movie,” he said. “You 
make a spaghetti sandwich. It’s definitely some 
white trash shit. I still eat it today.”
The restaurant is located at 2131 Woodward 
Avenue in downtown Detroit; the restaurant 
has limited seating and a walk-up window. The 
Detroit News reported that fans started lining 
up at around 10 am, seven hours before the 
advertised opening. At approximately 4 pm—one 
hour before opening—the first dozen fans were 
called to the serving window, located in the alley 
between the newly opened Fillmore Detroit 
and Union Assembly. Fans were then served up 
helpings of Mom’s Spaghetti by none other than 
Slim Shady himself.    
However, the menu is quite “slim” and 
definitely not “shady.” Customers do not have just 
“one shot,” instead, they have four shots as there 
are only four items on the menu: Mom’s Spaghetti 
for $9, Mom’s Spaghetti with Meatballs for $12, 
Mom’s Spaghetti with Rabbit Balls (vegan) for $14 
and a ‘Sghetti Sandwich for $11.  
According to CNN, Eminem, in 2017, had 
experimented with the restaurant as a pop-up 
eatery. In a statement, Paul Rosenberg, Eminem’s 
manager, said the feedback from fans has been 
“overwhelmingly positive.” Rosenberg then 
alluded to the prior pop-ups as “really a test for us 
to determine whether there was enthusiasm for 
a regularly-occurring Mom’s Spaghetti spot that 
would be open all year long.”
Erin Farrer, a resident of Detroit, had the 
lucky opportunity to meet Eminem. Farrer told The 
Detroit News, “This has been my dream my whole 
life,” after she had her photo taken with the famed 
rapper. She chatted with him briefly, and hugged 
him and also got his autograph. Slim Shady then 
signed her container of Mom’s Spaghetti—one of 
the first served at the new spot, “And I bawled my 
eyes out,” she said.    
Eminem says the spaghetti sandwich is his 
favourite item on the menu. But he has some very 
blunt culinary advice for customers regarding 
how to eat his spaghetti—rules that he will “Stan” 
by. “Don’t even eat a bite of your spaghetti until 
you put it in the bread, because otherwise you’re 
gonna ruin the whole fucking thing,” he said 
during the same Sirius XM appearance. “Don’t be 
stupid, if I fucking catch you doing that without 
the fucking bread, I don’t know what I’m gonna 
do. Hell, there’s gonna be hell to pay. I’m not 
trying to offend anyone, but if you’re a fucking 
idiot, don’t eat Mom’s Spaghetti.” After those 
comments, customers’ “palms” are probably now 
even more “sweaty.”
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Tyson ‘The Gypsy King’ Fury and Deontay ‘The Bronze Bomber’ Wilder 
are two of boxings most prominent 
modern stars. The astonishing power 
that has brought Wilder 42 wins with 41 
knockouts has made his six-foot-seven-
inch, 230+ LB frame one of the most 
feared in boxing history. On the other 
hand, the six-foot-nine Fury has cruised 
to his equally formidable 31 wins using his 
slick defensive skill and punishing jab—
though his 20 plus knockouts show he is 
in no way short of power. For boxing fans 
everywhere, the clashes between these 
two pugilists were not only entertaining 
but reminiscent of an era where boxing's 
best athletes collected their belts and 
settled their rankings in the ring.
The first fight was highly anticipated 
as both fighters entered as undefeated 
champions; however, despite its fireworks, 
it ended in a draw leaving many fans with 
the hope that a second fight would bring a 
definitive and satisfying resolution. When 
the second fight took place one year and 
3 months after the first, fight fans were 
eager to see the results of both champions' 
training camps. But Wilder fans were 
met with heartbreak as ‘The Gypsy King’ 
danced his way around Wilders’ wide 
hooks and drove him to the canvas twice 
on the way to a seventh-round TKO victory. 
With Wilder taking his first professional 
loss at the fists of Fury, the third match 
could only end with redemption for ‘The 
Bronze Bomber’ or an unquestionable 
victory for The Gypsy King.
The first round of the October 9 
battle began with Wilder launching long 
thumping jabs to Fury’s body; the game 
plan seemed to be to sap the bigger man's 
energy in anticipation of the latter half 
of the 12 round fight. Fury stayed outside 
and used the ring to his advantage. Round 
2 began with Fury landing a flurry of 
punches though Wilder seemed unfazed by 
the power of his opponent. 
The third round is where the power of 
these heavyweight boxers began to show 
itself. Fury began to march forward behind 
his jab, stifling the attacks of Wilder as they 
begin. As the round continued, Wilder 
is wobbled multiple times by punches 
before Fury sends him to the canvas with 
an uppercut. Though Wilder rises for 
the count, it is clear that his energy has 
dwindled from the first round. 
Yet the confidence that Fury gained 
from flooring Wilder is taken from him in 
the very next round. Fury begins the round 
in the driver's seat, dictating spacing and 
timing with his jab. Unfortunately for Fury, 
this control does not last. Although Wilder 
is gassed as the round begins, the power 
that brought him 41 knockouts is displayed 
when he drops Fury not once but twice in 
round four. Despite clearly being the less 
conditioned of the two fighters, Wilder 
shows that a “puncher's chance” is not just 
an old trainers idiom. 
Round five and six see the two 
fighters trading slow bombardments 
and clinching to regain their breath. In 
the clinch, Fury uses his slight height 
advantage to lean on Wilder, tiring out the 
more muscular man and further sapping 
his meagre reserves. Here, the slick evasive 
ability of The Gypsy King pays off as every 
punch missed by Wilder further taxes his 
strength. Fury takes both of these rounds 
via his unquestionable control of the pace 
and ring.
Round seven sees an exhausted 
Wilder committing all of his power to a 
few punches that he hopes can put Fury 
back on the canvas; this strategy betrays 
him however as Fury slips and rolls these 
punches and capitalizes on the openings 
left in their wake. Round eight sees Fury 
punishing The Bronze Bomber with 
combos and pressuring Wilder to the 
ropes where he can be tagged at will with 
combos. Fury sees the end in sight as the 
fight is well into its later half.
Wilder begins round nine with a 
display of gamesmanship that can’t conceal 
his fatigue. Fury is in full command, going 
to the body often and cracking Wilder 
with hooks. By this time Wilder displays 
no defence at all with his hands below his 
chin and his footwork reduced to slow, 
juddering steps. Though Fury lands a 
few punches, the power has disappeared. 
Though the two close the round 
exchanging uppercuts, Fury is unhurt, 
while Wilder is worn and weary.
Round 10 begins with Fury dictating his 
will and Wilder surviving the punishment. 
At the midpoint, Wilder is driven 
downwards by a combination of exhaustion 
and a clobbering right from the Gypsy King. 
Though Wilder beats the count and survives 
the round, the end is clearly in sight and the 
winner is already decided. 
Round 11 begins with Fury eager to 
finish the night with another KO. He forces 
Wilder to the ropes with authoritative 
combinations after beginning the round 
with uppercuts. It takes one resounding 
right hook to seal the fight as Wilder 
collapses to the canvas. The referee has 
seen enough and the fight is stopped. 
With the results of this fight, The 
Gypsy King cements his place atop the 
heavyweight rankings with two knockout 
victories over Wilder who has much of his 
fearsome aura damaged by the losses. 
The third meeting of two 
heavyweight champs
 › A round-by-round breakdown
Despite clearly being the less conditioned of the two fighters, Deontay Wilder 
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
The Vancouver Canucks have trimmed their roster in preparation for their 
season opener on October 13 against the 
Edmonton Oilers on the road.  
The Canucks resigned Quinn 
Hughes and Elias Pettersson. Sportnet’s 
Emily Sadler reported on October 4 that 
Hughes received a six-year extension 
worth $7.85 million (totaling $47.1 
million). While Pettersson signed a 
three-year deal worth $7.35 million a 
season (totaling $22.05 million). 
The contract stalemate for both 
players took a very long time to resolve, 
worrying many Canucks fans. Pettersson 
was relieved to have signed a new deal, 
meaning he can now focus on the 
upcoming season. “I just wanted to get 
back to the team,” Pettersson said during 
his October 3 press conference alongside 
Quinn Hughes as reported by Sportsnet. 
“I mean, both me and Quinn felt like it 
was wrong to be [in] Michigan when the 
team were having a training camp and 
in pre-season. We just wanted to get the 
deal sorted as fast as possible. Maybe it 
took longer than expected, but both of us 
are really happy with our deals and [can’t] 
wait to get started.”
Quinn Hughes shares Pettersson’s 
sentiments. “[It was] stressful because, 
you know, you’re seeing stuff online and 
you want to be there,” he said. “But it 
was what it was and we’re here now. This 
is probably the best roster we've had in 
my three years here, so that was another 
thing—I definitely didn't want to be at 
home too long because I think that we 
have a really good team here and I wanted 
to be here.”
Sportsnet writer, Iain MacIntyre, 
assessed the Hughes and Pettersson 
contracts in his October 3 column for 
Sportsnet. He believes it is a good deal 
for both players and management: “The 
Canucks did not have the salary-cap space 
to re-sign both young stars to long-term 
contracts so Pettersson, who would be 
the more expensive of the two, accepted 
a three-year bridge deal that will give 
him some career choices when he is 25. 
He will be in a position to accept a hefty 
qualifying offer from Vancouver of $8.82 
million and be eligible for unrestricted 
free agency a year later, or simply 
negotiate a six- or eight-year contract in 
2024 that would set him towards being a 
career Canuck.”
Daniel Wagner from Vancouver 
Is Awesome reported on October 4 the 
Canucks began with 54 players when 
training camp started (September 23 to 
25). The roster has since been reduced to 
38 players, which includes injured players 
Tyler Motte and Brandon Sutter—who 
are both not expected to be in the lineup 
when the season starts. Also, Travis 
Hamonic is still absent from the team 
with no update regarding his status. 
On October 6, Wagner reported 
the Canucks cut two more players: 
Jonah Gadjovich and Danila Klimovich. 
Sportsnet reported on October 7 that 
Gadjovich was claimed off waivers by 
the San Jose Sharks. He was Vancouver’s 
second-round pick (55th overall) in the 
2017 draft. Klimovich was assigned to the 
Abbotsford Canucks. He was the Canucks’ 
top pick in the 2021 draft (41st overall). 
Vancouver will continue cutting players 
until they are at the standard 23-player 
roster before opening night. 
In other player moves, the Canucks 
assigned Viktor Persson and Connor 
Lockhart to their respective junior teams 
(Persson with Kamloops Blazers of the 
WHL and Lockhart with Erie Otters of 
the OHL). Whereas, Arturs Silovs, Karel 
Plasek and Jett Woo were assigned to 
Abbotsford—without having to clear 
waivers. Other players were assigned to 
Abbotsford but needed to clear waivers 
including: Spencer Martin, Sheldon 
Rempal, Devante Stephens and John 
Stevens. 
 In other NHL news, Sportsnet 
reported on October 4 that NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman addressed 
Twitter posts made by Las Vegas Golden 
Knights goalie, Robin Lehner. The 
outspoken goalie posted a series of 
tweets on October 2 accusing “many 
teams” in the NHL of administering 
Benzodiazepines and Ambien to 
“employees when they travel.” 
Lehner tagged the NHLPA and 
NHL in these allegations of medical 
malpractice. The NHL later reached out 
to Lehner to arrange a meeting to address 
these issues. “We take his comments 
seriously and we’d like in short order to 
be in a conversation with him so we can 
hear his concerns directly and we’re going 
to follow up to see what merit there may 
be to his concerns,” Bettman said during 
an appearance on The Jeff Marek Show on 
October 4. “You don’t have to tweet to get 
our attention. We have an 800 number 
people can call. You can call us directly, 
we’re an open book. But if he has concerns 
we want to hear them and see how they 
need to be addressed.”
Lastly, Montreal Canadiens star 
goalie, Carey Price, has entered the NHL 
and NHLPA’s player assistance program. 
The Canadiens made the announcement 
via press release as reported by CBC 
Sports on October 7. Price has been 
recovering from surgery to repair a torn 
meniscus. Marc Bergevin, the Habs’ GM, 
said Price would be absent from the team 
for a minimum of 30 days. Price’s wife, 
Angela, posted a message on Instagram 
supporting her husband: “No matter 
what is on the line, we hope we can 
communicate the importance of putting 
your mental health first, not just by saying 
it, but by showing up and doing the work 
to get better.” 
Vancouver Canucks trimming down roster












Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
Arts
arts // no. 6
• 'Dear Evan Hansen' review
• Season two premiere of 'The Walking 




When it was first announced, the idea of Ben Platt reprising his Dear Evan Hansen 
Broadway role as the titular character was 
exciting—and I’m sure that many other fans of 
the play would agree. How often does one ever 
get to watch a high-quality version of the original 
broadway cast in their favourite play? Aside from 
Legally Blonde on MTV (2007) or Hamilton on 
Disney (2020), the answer is absolutely never.
However, one thing that I realized a week or 
two after watching the Dear Evan Hansen film in 
theatres, was that there is a startling difference 
between seeing Platt’s performance through a 
blurry bootleg taken by someone sitting 100 rows 
away and seeing it in row 23 while Platt’s face is 
blown up on the 70-foot giant Cineplex screen.
And it’s not as though Platt isn’t a brilliant 
performer, vocal and acting-wise, it’s just that he 
wasn’t the smartest choice for the role, despite him 
being the OG actor.
You see, film and television have this strange 
tendency to have grown adults portray teenagers 
and expect people to overlook it. Some people 
could easily pass for a high school student if asked 
(ex. Platt’s co-stars, Kaitlyn Dever and Amandla 
Stenberg, who are in their early twenties ). When 
it’s obvious that a 17-year-old student on the screen 
is an actor almost twice their age, it’s obvious.
Some moments where Evan is in a scene with 
his love interest Zoe Murphy (played by Dever) 
get very uncomfortable to watch when their age 
differences (28 and 22, respectively) look way too 
grand for them to be a believable average teenaged 
couple going to prom together.
It certainly didn’t help the backlash against 
Platt when he insisted that this film “wouldn’t have 
happened if he wasn’t playing the lead”. Given that 
his father, Marc Platt, was the influential producer, 
there was likely some truth to that statement.
Furthermore, no matter how heartfelt solos 
or catchy group numbers were featured, it’s hard 
to ignore that: A) It’s super awkward to watch 
characters sing emotionally with the camera trained 
close-up on their face for more than fifteen seconds, 
and B) I was nowhere remotely close to feeling any 
sort of empathy for Evan throughout the movie.
This sentiment was shared by one of my 
friends who said, “Not gonna lie, I’m glad he didn’t 
get the girl in the end; he was an asshole.” 
Though I should’ve come to this conclusion 
when I first heard of this story many years ago, 
when the movie has so many things going wrong, 
one just keeps looking for problems.
However, despite the heavy criticism online, I 
wouldn’t agree that this movie is Cats level bad as a 
movie-musical - mostly because I don’t believe that 
there’s anything that could ever reach the level of 
horrifying that was cat and roach bodies with oddly 
disturbing CGI human faces.
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Jonathan Pabico
Senior Columnist
    
AMC’s latest spin-off series, The Walking Dead: World Beyond, debuted its second and 
final season on October 3. Sadly, the show so far 
has storytelling issues that it still needs to work 
out moving forward. Otherwise, the first episode 
has impressive performances and character 
relationships, while continually building its 
relevant themes. 
The next stage of the show follows its young 
heroes now scattered into distinct groups. They 
strive to reunite during their growing conflict 
with the main villain, Elizabeth Kublek (Julia 
Ormond), and her Civic Republic Military (CRM). 
Season two’s premiere is way better than 
season one’s first episode. There are more 
zombies filling action scenes that decently set up 
the darker goals and higher stakes, making the 
show feel like it’s heading in a really satisfying 
direction. The horror thrills are also beginning to 
tonally match the other two shows, The Walking 
Dead and Fear the Walking Dead.
Key takeaways from season two’s start 
are its character relationships. The premier 
brilliantly uses the silence and stillness of the 
sets to develop the pain and tension behind each 
dynamic. There are also murkier closeups, little 
music, and lingering night takes to evoke how 
much these bonds have changed heavily since 
season one.
The love shared between Will (Jelani 
Alladin) and Felix (Nico Tortorella) continues 
creating touching moments for the premiere. 
This romantic bond contrasts with the more 
fallen friendship of rebellious teenager, 
Hope (Alexa Mansour), and CRM spy, Huck 
(Annet Mahendru). Mansour and Mahendru’s 
performances elevate the animosity their 
characters have that will spark interest in how it 
may play out leading up to the finale.
At the core of the episode sit Hope and her 
sister Iris (Aliyah Royale) being forced to handle 
their problems without each other for the first 
time. We learn more about the emotional weight 
behind their turmoil in deciding what to do with 
their lives. Although it’s a staple for Walking Dead 
characters to separate and cope with isolation, 
the premiere uses the now disconnected siblings 
to explore the darker concerns, pressures, and 
insecurities of growing up. Their scenes apart 
relentlessly convey how terrified we can all feel 
when facing an uncertain future.
As for Ormond, she continues playing 
Kublek as a two-faced and cold-hearted villain. 
Her character though is not as compelling as 
previous Walking Dead antagonists. We still 
don’t have many details about Kublek’s past, and 
there may not be much room in season two to 
explore that. Ormond also doesn’t have strong 
chemistry with the cast, except with Mahendru 
in a few scenes. Her role is at least alright for a 
zombie show centring on teenagers.
The script has confusing character choices 
that become bothersome. These strange plot 
decisions may be clarified in future episodes, but 
for setting up the rest of the show, they distract 
viewers from the story at times. The premiere’s 
compelling character relationships, however, do 
make up for season two’s initial pitfalls.
The season two premiere of The Walking 
Dead: World Beyond has some storytelling 
wrinkles, but overall, it’s good enough to take us 
along for the rest of the spin-off. Fans who favour 
the other two shows may feel underwhelmed 
by World Beyond, especially if they weren’t 
that impressed with the first season. Like it or 
not, AMC’s latest series adds more depth to its 
zombie universe with a memorable cast of young 
characters that are relatable as they are brave.
A spin-off series that goes beyond 
zombies and teenagers




































The premier brilliantly uses the silence and stillness of the sets 
to develop the pain and tension behind each dynamic.
Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
It has been 25 years since the death of rap superstar, Tupac Shakur. On September 7, 
1996, at 11:15 pm, Shakur was a passenger 
in a 1996 black BMW driven by Suge Knight, 
founder of Death Row Records. Both men 
were on their way to Club 662 when the 
vehicle stopped at a red light near Koval 
Lane and Flamingo Road just outside the 
Las Vegas Strip. Suddenly, a white Cadillac 
appeared beside them and opened fire.  
Shakur died six days later at the 
University Medical Center of Southern 
Nevada hospital. He was 25. Before the 
shooting, Shakur had attended the Mike 
Tyson and Bruce Shelton fight at the MGM 
Grand. Accompanying the rap icon was 
Suge Knight and members of Shakur’s 
hip-hop group “The Outlawz”—along with 
other friends.  
Shakur started his music career in 1990 
with the Oakland-based hip hop group, 
Digital Underground before venturing out 
as a solo artist. From 1991 to 1996, Tupac 
Shakur was the brightest star in hip hop 
and gangsta rap music. He released four 
platinum albums during his lifetime with 
another seven albums released 
posthumously (also 
going platinum). 
To date, Shakur has sold over 75 million 
records worldwide. He recorded songs 
that have become classics: “Dear Mama,” 
“California Love,” “Keep Ya Head Up,” “Hit 
'Em Up” and “2 of Amerikaz Most Wanted.” 
Shakur had also transitioned his music 
career into films; starring in six movies—with 
three of the six films released posthumously: 
Bullet, Gridlock'd and Gang Related.  
The famed rapper came from very 
humble beginnings. Shakur was born in 
Harlem, New York, on June 16, 1971. His 
mother, Afeni Shakur, a political activist 
and former Black Panther, raised him and 
his sister, Sekyiwa, on her own. The family 
struggled for money, moving several times 
and at times staying in shelters. Eventually, 
they moved to Baltimore; where the young 
Tupac attended the Baltimore School of the 
Arts where he studied poetry, jazz, acting 
and ballet. 
Shakur was known to be a voracious 
reader who loved the arts. He was 
intelligent, articulate and introspective. 
These attributes made others jealous; as 
rapper 50 Cent recalled in an article he 
wrote about Shakur for Rolling Stone in 
2010: “[Actor] Laurence Fishburne told me 
once that he didn’t like Tupac. He told me it 
was because Tupac was so much smarter 
than everyone around him. He said he didn’t 
like the way Tupac behaved because he 
knew that Tupac knew better.” 
But Shakur was also a myriad of 
contradictions. He advocated about social 
issues: poverty, drug addiction and civil 
rights for African Americans. His song, 
“Dear Mama” was poignant and 
dedicated to his mother—who 
passed away in May 2016 at 
age 69. Yet, his song, “I Get 
Around,” boasted about 
his sexual conquests. As 
well, in an October 1995 
interview with MTV 
host, Tabitha Soren, 
Shakur admitted 












image to the media—a mantra he referred 
to as “thug life.” The media focused more 
on Shakur’s “bad boy” persona rather than 
focusing on his music. 
Over time, the image Shakur conveyed 
would get him into trouble with the law. 
In February 1995, The New York Times 
reported Shakur was sentenced to one-and-
a-half to four-and-a-half years in prison for 
sexually abusing a fan. Shakur only served 
eight months before he was released on bail 
pending an appeal of his conviction. Suge 
Knight posted Shakur’s bail at $1.4 million 
with the agreement the rapper signed with 
Death Row.           
Shakur’s charisma and good looks drew 
women, while his bravado and outspokenness 
drew enemies. And in the world of hip hop 
and gangsta rap; to hate one another was 
the norm. It was all part of the image to sell 
records and make money. In the 1990s, the 
East Coast and West Coast rivalry dominated 
the rap music industry. At the centre of 
the rivalry was rapper Notorious B.I.G. 
(Christopher Wallace). He was part of Bad 
Boy Records in New York, founded by Sean 
Combs (P. Diddy). Tupac Shakur was part of 
Death Row Records in Los Angeles founded 
by Suge Knight. Preceding the rivalry, Wallace 
and Shakur had been friends.  
But the friendship soon ended after 
Shakur was shot multiple times in an 
attempted robbery in November 1994. 
Shakur had been inside the lobby of Quad, a 
Manhattan recording studio before being shot 
by two young African American men. Shakur 
believed the Notorious B.I.G. and P. Diddy—
who were both upstairs— were behind the 
shooting. No one was ever charged. Shakur 
later spoke about the shooting in the same 
October 1995 MTV interview: “That situation 
with me is like what comes around, goes 
around. Karma, I believe in karma. I believe in 
all of that. I’m not worried about it. You know, 
they missed. I’m not worried about it; unless 
they come back.” Sadly, someone else did. 
Shakur’s murder near the Las Vegas 
Strip has never been solved. In 2006, the 
Shakur murder case was reinvestigated by 
LAPD—as part of the murder of Notorious 
B.I.G. in March 1997. In September 2021, 
Greg Kading, a retired LAPD detective, gave 
an interview to the television station, KTNV, 
in Las Vegas. Kading believes Shakur was 
murdered by Orlando Anderson; a member 
of the Southside Compton Crips gang in 
Los Angeles. In addition, Kading states that 
Anderson’s uncle, Duane “Keefe D” Davis, 
confessed to police in 2009 that he was in Las 
25 years later, 
All Eyez are still on Tupac
 › The murder of rap icon, Tupac Shakur, in Las Vegas remains unsolved
Vegas the night 
of the shooting 
and had given his 
nephew the gun. 
“The strength of 
the lead was really 
based on Keefe D’s 
confession about 
being involved in the 
murder and giving 
a gun to his nephew 
Orlando,” Kading 
said. He revealed this 
information in a book he 
wrote in 2011 entitled, 
Murder Rap: The Untold 
Story of the Biggie Smalls 
& Tupac Shakur Murder 
Investigations.
Before the shooting, 
video surveillance footage 
captured Shakur, in the MGM 
lobby following the Mike Tyson 
fight, getting into an altercation 
with Anderson. Shakur’s entourage 
immediately comes to his aid and 
assaults Anderson. The impetus for 
revenge had been set. “If you beat up a 
guy like that, you better have your head 
on a swivel because he’s going to come 
back looking for ya, and that’s exactly 
what happened,” said retired Las Vegas 
Metro Police sergeant, Chris Carroll in a 
September 2021 interview with KTNV. 
Anderson was later killed in an unrelated 
shooting in May 1998.      
Chris Carroll was on bike patrol duty; 
and the first policeman at the scene following 
the Shakur shooting. He recalled when he 
arrived, it was chaos. He remembered Suge 
Knight trying to approach him, but another cop 
intervened so Carroll could focus on Shakur 
sitting in the passenger seat (Carroll was not 
aware at the time the passenger was Shakur). 
Carroll stated when he opened the passenger 
door; Shakur had slumped out of the car: “So, 
I grabbed him with my left hand lowered him 
to the pavement, and I could see immediately 
that he had been shot multiple times. There 
was a lot of blood all over his torso. I knew he 
was in bad shape.”
Carroll then attempted to get Shakur 
to speak, and obtain any information about 
what had happened. Carroll noticed blood 
was coming out of the rapper’s mouth. 
“I looked at him and asked, ‘[Who] shot 
you?’ He was trying to get breath together, 
and I thought I was actually going to get 
some cooperation,” he said. Then Carroll 
remembers Shakur staring at him for a few 
seconds before saying—what turned out 
to be the rapper’s last words, “Fuck you!” 
Shakur’s eyes then rolled back as he began 
to gurgle before losing consciousness. 
He went into surgery at UMC, but never 
regained consciousness. Shakur was taken 
off life support six days later.
Twenty-five years after Shakur’s death, 
some Las Vegas residents say the shooting of 
Shakur ultimately changed the perception of 
Las Vegas being 
a safe place. “This 
was a drive-by shooting, 
where he was murdered on 
The Strip," said Mark Hall Patton, 
a retired Clark County historian. “That 
sort of thing doesn’t happen in Las Vegas, 
and it was something that really shook up the 
community and shook up the image of being 
in Vegas.” 
But despite the violent manner in which 
Shakur died; it will not overshadow his legacy 
or the impact he made with his music—which 
continues to resonate with fans worldwide. He 
has received numerous posthumous honours. 
In March 2002, Shakur was inducted into the 
Hip-Hop Hall of Fame. In December 2010, 
Rolling Stone named Shakur in its list of the 
100 Greatest Artists of All Time. In April 2017, 
he was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame—in his first year of eligibility. Notably, 
the Tupac Amaru Shakur Foundation, Inc. 
(TASF) was established by Afeni Shakur 
in 1997. Its mission and goals are to bring 
quality arts training to young people that 
include the following disciplines: acting, vocal 
technique, creative writing, poetry and spoken 
word, dance and stage set design.
Like James Dean, Shakur died young and 
tragically. He was taken away at the prime of 
his career at age 25; ensuring his immortality. 
Certainly, his death ultimately robbed the 
public of an even greater body of work in 
both music and film. Shakur’s fans can only 
wonder what could have been, and perhaps 
his legacy could be interpreted as one of 
promise unfulfilled.  
Michael “Mike P” Perry, a local DJ at 
Hot 97.5 in Las Vegas, says Shakur was 
the voice for his generation. “The reason 
why [Tupac’s legacy] had lasting power is 
because he connected [with people],” he said 
in an interview with KTNV. “When you speak 
from the heart, and you speak the truth—you 
connect with people. And I think his greatest 
attribute was his ability to communicate—and 
show a side of unselfishness.”      
Lastly, Greg Kading states that although 
there will not be any judicial justice for the 
murder of Tupac Shakur, there is indeed 
some closure. “If you are looking for 
closure, all the facts and the evidence are 
there to give you a clear understanding 
of what happened and why it happened,” 
he said. “And then the fact that Orlando 
Anderson died in the same manner that 
Tupac died, it’s almost the perfect justice.” 
I’m not saying I’m going to 
rule the world or I’m going 
to change the world. But I 
guarantee that I will spark 
the brain that will change the 
world and that is our job.
-Tupac Shakur, during an 
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Sober October. Sounds daunting? Foregoing drinking comes with its challenges and rewards. Pop culture 
has conditioned us to view alcohol as a harmless 
substance capable of many benefits, like a social 
lubricant and a numbing agent for stress. Drinking 
culture often promotes overconsumption. Meanwhile, 
alcohol poisoning and hangovers are a rite of passage for 
young adults. We gain a false sense of self-confidence 
when we drink because liquid courage numbs our 
inhibitions. What feels dangerous sober is an avenue for 
a funny story when tipsy. Marketers have successfully 
convinced us that [insert your favourite boozy beverage] 
equates to happiness and relaxation. The media 
routinely downplays the harm of alcohol because, after 
all, the global commercial alcoholic beverage industry is 
worth over two hundred billion dollars. It’s no wonder 
that quitting drinking even for a month feels anxiety-
inducing for most, even casual drinkers. But there’s no 
better time than now to try out sobriety. 
So how does one even start the process of breaking 
free from alcohol? It begins by understanding your 
reason for wanting to take a break. Even though the 
media and businesses have sold you the idea that a 
bitter concoction of wheat and ethanol makes you 
happy, in reality, alcohol-induced joy is temporary. 
Secondly, write out your motivation and read it daily 
to remind yourself that, despite the challenges, all 
your actions are contributing to improved mental and 
physical health. A person’s ‘why’ is driven by their 
relationship with alcohol. 
I have been navigating the ebbs and flows of life 
without a drop of alcohol for over a year. After reading 
about the dangers of alcohol, the urge to consume pints 
of beer at a bar on a Friday night dissipated. The desire to 
socially drink resurfaced when I attended my first party 
sober. A familiar apprehension crept into my psyche and 
urged me to pick up a bottle. At this particular moment, 
I sat with the uncomfortable sensation and reminded 
myself why I quit.  I never regretted my decision to not 
drink. But I tend to feel shame after a night of (heavy) 
drinking. I acknowledged my fear of judgment as a sober 
party guest and assured myself that I could always leave 
if I felt uncomfortable. I had no obligation to linger. 
Through abstaining from alcohol, I learned healthy ways 
to cope. I started writing out my feelings, messaging 
friends and embarking on runs in the forest. I also 
realized that excessive drinking only results in blackouts 
and nauseating hangovers.
During sober October, you may find out that liquid 
courage doesn’t have as much to do with the beverage 
you’ve consumed and more with the confidence to 
step into your truth. Some benefits I have experienced 
from not drinking are less shame after a night out, a 
more restful sleep cycle and free time. In addition, that 
first month of sobriety is the perfect time to pick up a 
new hobby to avoid boredom and embrace newfound 
routines. If you’re looking for further reading to explore 
sobriety, I recommend The Naked Mind by Annie Grace. 
Embrace a challenge 
that benefits 
your mental and 
physical health: 
Sober October
 › Words by a former self-described  
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This year marks 50 years since the release of McDonald’s Quarter Pounder 
hamburger. For those who are unfamiliar 
with this burger, Collins Dictionary defines 
the Quarter Pounder as a “hamburger that 
weighs four ounces before it is cooked. 
Four ounces is a quarter of a pound.” The 
McDonald’s Canada website proudly 
declares: “A quarter pound of 100 [percent] 
Canadian beef and two slices of melting 
processed cheddar cheese on a toasted 
sesame seed bun. That’s pure Canadian 
beefy cheesiness.”
According to a CBC Radio report 
in April 2021, the Quarter Pounder was 
invented in 1971 by a franchisee named 
Al Bernadin. He owned two McDonald’s 
restaurants in Fremont, California. 
Bernadin believed McDonald’s was 
missing a key item in their menu. He felt 
customers needed to be offered something 
substantial like a burger with a “higher 
ratio of meat to bun.” Bernadin then put 
on his “burger thinking cap” and created 
a burger containing a pre-cooked weight 
of just over four ounces. He named it the 
Quarter Pounder, and the rest is history. 
Interestingly, Bernadin considered calling 
it the ‘Big Four Ouncer.’ 
When the Quarter Pounder made its 
debut at Bernadin’s locations, he made a 
sign that read, “Today Fremont, tomorrow 
the world.” He was not incorrect in his 
slogan. The Quarter Pounder soon became 
an instant hit with cust0mers. The name 
was later trademarked, becoming a part of 
McDonald’s menu items worldwide.      
However, the Quarter Pounder has 
not gone without controversy. In August 
2021, the Daily Hive reported McDonald’s 
faced criticism and lost a legal battle over 
an ad the company placed regarding its 
beef filed by an animal advocacy group 
called Animal Justice.  
McDonald’s claimed their beef used in 
the very popular Quarter Pounder burger 
was sustainably sourced, unfortunately, this 
was not true. Animal Justice argued that 
McDonald’s was “greenwashing” customers 
about its Quarter Pounder burger with 
the use of the ad. This prompted federal 
authorities to conduct an investigation. 
The Daily Hive stated, “In the fine print, 
McDonald’s admits that the beef used in 
the Quarter Pounder is only 30 [percent] 
sustainably sourced. The Canadian 
Roundtable for Sustainable Beef is the 
organization that gave McDonald’s the 
certification. Animal Justice also claims this 
group is guilty of greenwashing consumers 
about beef. Animal Justice asked the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
and the Competition Bureau to investigate 
the ads.”
Camille Labchuk, executive director 
and lawyer at Animal Justice, said the 
McDonald’s ad was very misleading. “Beef 
is not green, and trying to dupe consumers 
into thinking otherwise can be false 
advertising—which is illegal,” she said. 
“Farming cows for food is a major driver of 
human-caused climate change, as well as 
water pollution and biodiversity loss.”
Notably, Animal Justice cited 
estimations from a science-based 
emissions report, conducted by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC). The report stated that 
animal agriculture produces roughly 
14.5 percent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions—almost equivalent to the entire 
transportation sector. And because of the 
investigation conducted by the CFIA; along 
with a conversation between McDonald’s 
and the CFIA—the popular fast-food giant 
stopped running the ad. 
In a statement to the Daily Hive, 
McDonald’s said, “[We] are proud of our 
long-standing commitment to Canadian 
suppliers, ranchers and farmers who 
are working to improve sustainability 
practices in how beef is produced.” The 
restaurant reiterated its business practices 
and philosophies, “From their careful 
stewardship of the land and animals to 
implementing leading ranching practices 
that help minimize environmental impact, 
we believe that our food, including the 100 
[percent] Canadian beef used in our beef 
patties, can be produced in a way in which 
farmers and communities, animals and the 
planet thrive.”
Despite the McDonald’s ad faux pas, 
the Quarter Pounder continues to be a 
regular staple in McDonald’s menu. The 
standard Quarter Pounder remains the 
same (with or without cheese). The burger 
has been amended giving customers the 
following alternatives: Double Quarter 
Pounder (with or without cheese), Maple 
BBQ & Bacon Quarter Pounder (or double) 
and Quarter Pounder BLT (or double).  
Lastly, the success of the Quarter 
Pounder could be attributed to a rival 
burger restaurant that attempted to 
make a version of the McDonald’s classic. 
According to CBC Radio, in the 1980s, A&W 
released the “Third-of-a-Pound Burger.” 
It cost the same as the Quarter Pounder, 
but with a third of a pound of beef, rather 
than just a quarter pound. Remarkably, it 
outperformed the Quarter Pounder in taste 
tests. The problem was that no one bought 
it. A&W was perplexed and created focus 
groups to find out why, and the reason was 
straightforward and funny. It turns out, 
people are not very adept with fractions.
Over 50 percent of the people in the 
focus group questioned the cost of the 
third-pounder. They wanted to know why 
they had to pay the same price for a third 
of a pound as they did for a quarter-pound 
at McDonald’s. They believed A&W was 
charging them too much and felt ripped 
off as the same CBC Radio report stated, 
“People genuinely thought a third of a 
pound was less than a quarter pound. 
Because 3 was less than 4.”
McDonald’s celebrates 50 years 
of the Quarter Pounder
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Since August, BC Place has been open to hosting events again after being closed 
due to the pandemic. This has been a joy 
for people like me who enjoy going to BC 
Lions home games. However, the new 
safety protocols put in place, including 
online tickets and authorized bags have 
been a real nuisance when trying to enter. 
The opening of BC Place did not start on 
the best foot. A strategy to cordon off exits 
and funnel the visitors through select exits 
was quickly criticized and scrapped after 
the first Lions home game, but as time 
has gone on other new rules have been 
catching some heat. 
One that I saw first hand at the Lions 
home game against the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders was BC Place’s new rule 
limiting bag sizes and styles. As of this year, 
the rule is that no bags larger than 12” x 
12” x 6” and the bag must be see-through. 
The website says that this has been done 
to “make entry to the stadium faster, safer, 
and easier” but I did not see that at the 
game on September 24. There I saw people 
angry to the point of needing to have 
security called. This happened multiple 
times causing the line to move very slowly.
Was there really that much of a 
danger or holdup of getting people into the 
stadium due to bag sizes? They have a bag 
check that you can use if you do have to 
carry a large bag into the stadium that you 
can store for the duration of your event. At 
$10 a bag though the cost is steep. Living 
in a city like Vancouver, where keeping 
your items in a car is not usually an option 
due to lack of parking and the cost, many 
people carry bags with them. I know for 
myself, a bag is a real lifeline, especially 
if I need to go to multiple places in a day 
without a car. To get around this, I have just 
been shoving my stuff in the pockets of my 
jacket and have been getting through with 
no problem, but if I can do that, why can’t I 
keep it in a regular bag? The clear bags pair 
up nicely with the clear motive of BC Place 
to grift people out of $10 to check a bag that 
they know people likely need.
Another problem I have had is with 
the mobile tickets. In previous seasons as 
a Lion's season ticket holder, I have gotten 
my tickets sent to me as a card that can be 
scanned at the door. Now for tickets, they 
have switched to a mobile ticket service 
through Ticketmaster, which extends to 
all events. These tickets though are fairly 
annoying. I have trouble accessing them 
on my phone on gamedays, as I have to 
navigate through various sites to find the 
ticket. It can’t be stored as a picture to get 
back to by design, and when you have to 
also present your vaccine passport and ID, 
it can be a nuisance to try and find all that 
stuff when you are in a long line up. The 
BC Place website says you can save it to 
your phone, but I have never been able to 
figure out how. I don’t get how this is safer 
than sending me a pass card like before 
considering I touch my phone a lot more 
than I would touch the card, so the ticket 
has fewer germs than the phone would. 
All this combined with other aspects 
of the experience like going through a 
metal detector that didn’t even detect a 
coin I accidentally left in my pocket. Plus, 
there have been multiple games this season 
where despite claims that social distancing 
was enforced, I still find myself sitting next 
to strangers at most games. As a result, I 
find these new protocols to be unnecessary. 
I feel they are using COVID as a way 
to squeeze more money out of people just 
looking to have some fun after a long year 
and a half of COVID lockdown. I hope 
that as things get back to normal, BC Place 
starts lowering these restrictions. Let’s 
get back to having fun. The size of bags 
and going entirely mobile, whether it be 
for tickets or now cashless payments, are 
ruining the experience for people wanting 
to see their favourite sports teams or 
bands. Safety is important, but not when it 
morphs into overkill.
BC Place security protocols: 
effective or overreaching?
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I would tell you about the subject of this piece, but I’m afraid that its title 
has done rather a complete job of that 
for me.
This painting is by one Jean 
Honoré Fragonard, who made a lot of 
effort to be impressive as a painter only 
to be largely ignored during his own 
lifetime. People eventually got very 
excited about his work, but it wasn’t 
until many decades after his death and 
by then it was too late to do him any 
good. Perhaps one of the reasons that 
he was a flop was that he always forgot 
to put dates on his works. People can 
forgive a lot, but that’s just the sort of 
negligence that leads to you getting 
snubbed into a lonely death. A Woman 
with a Dog, for example, is believed to 
have been painted around 1769, but 
who knows? You might buy it on that 
understanding only to discover that its 
actual creation had been in 1770 or even 
1767 and then what a sucker you’d be.
A Woman with a Dog  (it has also 
been displayed as Femme Tenant un 
Chien or “Woman Holding a Dog”, for 
all the difference that makes) is part 
of a series of paintings by Fragonard 
known as his ‘Fantasy Figures’. I’ve 
gone over them and they seem a 
charming set of character studies. 
The women are almost all strikingly 
pretty and the men are almost all 
shockingly plain, and I don’t know 
if that observation says more about 
Fragonard or myself.
Probably the most unsettling 
image in all the Fantasy Figures is the 
dog in this painting. If you look closely, 
you’ll see that he’s a perfect lookalike 
for Pennywise the Dancing Clown. 
Some people have suggested that there 
is supposed to be a witty contrast in 
this image between the larger-than-life 
image of the woman with her oversized 
pearls, outrageous collar and full chin 
and the diminutive size of her beloved 
animal. These persons have not seen 
Bill Skarsgård’s 2017 performance and 
it shows. The real contrast in this image 
is between the woman’s wide-eyed 
innocence and the outlandish depravity 
of her pet.
Just look at that animal’s eyes and 
tell me I’m wrong.
• The cheeky art critic column
• Comic: When you cant start a new 




 › The cheeky art 
critic column
In ‘Fantasy Figures’ the women are almost all strikingly pretty and the men are almost all 
shockingly plain, and I don’t know if that observation says more about Fragonard or myself.
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When you cant start a new 




















Every time I wake up, I know I didn’t get enough
I know it cause I lay in bed
I stare at the walls
I ruffle my blankets
I plead with my clock to stay quiet 
Sometimes it does
Most times it doesn’t
I could definitely live in these sheets. 
That would be nice
I’d get all the sleep I wanted
Maybe that would be enough
I wouldn’t have to move much either




 › Who wouldn’t want to 


















My knees hurt when I climb stairs,
I think I have Arthuritis
When I get hungry I just want to eat bolony sandwhichs
I want to join the school band, 
The only instrumant left is the zylofone 
Maybe I’ll go on vaccination,
Ride a yak in Mongloria
But I don’t know if I can eat the food there,
I heard they eat a lot of dearie.
That could be a problem as I’m lack-toes and taller ants
Ass long as its not too sweet it might work,
Otherwise my Diabeatis might act up
Sometimes you gotta
misspell everything



















































61. Join the army
63. Financial officer
66. Ahead of time
67. Assists



































51. Writer ____ Hemingway
53. Tossed
54. Warning signal
55. The British ____
56. Fashion
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